MEN OF POWER

this country, and that my activity is therefore injurious
to the common weal.19

The judge, acknowledging Gandhi's lofty motives,
his attempts to prevent violence, and his saintly life,
then pronounced sentence. "It is my duty," he said,
"to judge you as a man subject to the law, who by his
own admission has broken the law and committed what
to an ordinary man must be a grave offence against the
state. ... I am trying to balance what is due to you
against what appears to me to be necessary to the inter-
est of the public. . . . Six years' imprisonment/'

Gandhi replied, ".. . It is as light as any judge would
inflict on me; and so far as the whole proceedings are
concerned, I must say that I could not have expected
greater courtesy."

So ended the remarkable trial. From prison Gandhi
wrote that he was "happy as a bird." The discipline
was no whit more severe than that to which he had
accustomed himself at his Ashram. He could have his
own simple diet, and he could read and write without
the numerous interruptions that had beset his daily life
outside. The government offered him special privileges,
but he refused all of them except the permission to have
his spinning wheel with him and work at it four hours
each day. "To me/' he wrote, "the spinning wheel and
the economic salvation of impoverished India are so
much one that spinning has for me a charm all its

16 Quoted by C F. Andrews, Mahatma Gandhi's Ideas. Macmillan,
New York, 1930, pp. 292-298.
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